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I would like to wish everyone, and their loved ones, 
the happiest of New Years! In the corporate world, this 
is the time of year when various companies begin rede-
fi ning their goals and missions for the up-and-coming year.  
Well, the Legion will also begin the New Year following the 
same principles to aid us in make good business decisions.  

In the latter quarter of 2015, we discussed many issues and events for possible im-
plementation in the very near future. The very near future is now upon us and it is 
time to act on our intentions. Although we have many ideas and events to imple-
ment, our fi rst event will be our Open-to-the-Public - Lent-at-the-Legion. 
Multiple meetings at the Post, along with contacting other Legions and business-
es, have already taken place.  I accepted an invitation to attend the Pleasant Hills 
Boro Planning Meeting on January 11, 2016 to explain our intentions regarding 
our Lenten venue, which will be Open-to-the-Public (No Smoking), as well as to 
discuss our long range planning that will involve the Legion in all applicable com-
munity activities.  We have many ideas and plans “ready for the launch pad” and 
we have the right people involved to make these plans come into fruition. 

I want to thank everyone who attended the January 4th. Legion Meeting.  As per 
our newsletter announcement, we had two items to vote on (by ballots) at the 
January meeting.  One ballot was to elect four Members-at-Large for our Executive 
Committee, since our By-Laws require the Legion to conduct monthly Executive 
Committee Meetings prior to the monthly Legion Meeting, and the second ballot 
was to vote on the Open-to-the-Public - Lent-at-the-Legion where we will have No 
Smoking from 4-8 PM during these events.  

The ballot vote to make the Open-to-the-Public- Lent-at-the-Legion a Non Smok-
ing Event passed unanimously.  During my tenure as Commander, I have received 
numerous outside contacts who expressed that families would attend such 
events, but smoking became the issue.  I want to thank everyone for his/her sup-
port regarding this issue.  It is vital that we hold events such as these to maximize 
critically needed funding.  

The second ballot to vote on four Members-at-Large for the Executive Committee 
was also conducted.   The Executive Committee consists of the following mem-
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BUZ HANDSHUE

RICHARD J. WOJNAR

LES BRANCHEN
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Sunday Monday Tuesday

HAPPY  HOUR
Monday thru Thursday

from 4:00 - 7:00
Buckets of Beer

4 for $7.50
(Domestics Only)

Look for these events 

in March . . .

• Ham & Cabbage

• DJ with Cher
 Impersonator

Happy Hour

Mon.- Fri. 4:00 - 7:00

Bucket Special

Happy Hour

Mon.- Fri. 4:00 - 7:00

Buckets of Beer

Bowling   
PENS 7:00

Make your 
reservations for 

Valentine’s Dinner only

Happy Hour 4 - 7

Buckets
of 

Beer $7.50
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SLOPPY JOES and POT LUCK
BRING A DISH

HAPY HOUR 
4:00 - 7:00

BUCKETS OF BEER

• POST MEETING
 7:00

• ALA MEETING 
7:00

• LEGION  MEETING 
7:00

Web Master
THAD WEIDMANN

Newsletter Design
DONNA ROTTMAN

4:00 - 7:00

Bucket Special

BOWLING

• RIDERS MEETING
7:00

Valentines Day

FREE POOL

FREE JUKE BOX
4:00 - Close

PENS 7:00
FREE Pool 
& Juke Box 

                      

Presidents’ Day

ANNUAL 
CORP.   MEETING

1:00 PM 
Regular Members

PENS - 12:30
Draft Beer

Monday thru Thursday

Happy Hour 4 - 7

Monday 
thru

Thursday
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Pens - 7:00
       FISH FRY
Take Out Available

lent         
menu
only
4 - 8

BINGO  7:00
Different Food

Special Every Week
SLOPPY JOES

• SAL Meeting
7:00

Corn Hole 6:30

• Entertainment
Meeting

6:00

lent         
menu
only
4 - 8

Ash Wednesday
Fish Fry 4 till 8:00 

PENS 7:00

FREE
JUKE BOX

PENS 3:00

FREE JUKE BOX
4:00 - Close

 HOT MEATLOAF
SANDWICHES

    Stuff ed Shells

PENS - 7:00

CORN  HOLE

Lenten Special
...Every Friday

TAKE OUT 
AVAILABLE

412-653-1555

* PUBLIC INVITED
* NO SMOKING
* OPEN HOUSE 4-8
* SUPPORT YOUR 
   LOCAL VETERANS

CORN HOLE

DINNER  SPECIAL
STUFFED PORK

Pens

VALENTINE’S DINNER
( make your reservations

 for dinner only by Monday
 Feb. 8th - see Lisa )

DJ Tim 8-12

PENS -12:30

Bus Trip
Coming from
Dravosburg

       FISH FRY
Take Out Available

FISH FRY
Take Out Available

lent
Menu
ONLY
4 - 8

Happy Hour 4 - 7

Monday 
thru

Thursday
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We are sad to say that the Steeler season is over, but would like to 
thank everyone that helped or attended the games. 

 The month of February for the SAL is very quiet but the Legion is hav-
ing several events that need your support.  Hope to see SAL members 
participate at the Legion Fish Fries and other events that will be going 
on at the Legion.

Reminder the SAL meetings are the last Thursday of every month.   
Hope to see more members attend.

Gary C. Hartman
Commander of the SAL

Check us out. . .   
see what’s new every day! 

Web site: alpost712pa.org
Facebook: Americanlegion.Postsevenonetwo

Thanks to Russ Wilson for the donations for veterans box that is in the 
entrance way. Please try to fi ll it as the vets are in bad need in this cold 
weather. They need gently used outerwear badly. I can take them anything 
you can spare. Our last trip to Southwestern is still being talked about. They 
had 36 vets at the bingo. Thanks to everyone that found time to go. We will 
be having a Bingo Party there again on March 14th. Try to fi t it into your 
planning book now. Three of our ladies were in the hospital this month 
so please get some cards out to Carol Vangura, Marg Anderson and Chris 
Mates. Hope they are all home and doing well. Our “ham and cabbage” 
dinner will be on March 12th and again we will be having a DJ. The county 
meeting is on Saturday, February 6th and our state president will be there 
and we would like a big attendance. Our next meeting will be February 
22nd at 7:00 p.m.

God bless and protect our troops. 
Mary Ann Marunich   
ALA President

Next Meeting 

February 22nd 

at 7:00 p.m.
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American Legion Riders,
Greetings American Legion Family. Only one more month until March and 
the weather turns for Riding Season. I can’t wait. 

We all know Rider Deborah Hromanik is a great painter who shares her 
talents to help those of us less skilled in the fi ne arts to learn to paint. How-
ever, did you know that on January 17th Deborah visited the Veterans Place 
of Washington Boulevard to hold a painting session to benefi t the Veterans 
Place and Veterans with PTSD? Deborah volunteered her time, eff ort and 
resources to benefi t local Vet’s in our area. What a great way to start off  the 
New Year. Thank you Deborah. Well Done!    

Congratulations to Ed Schmidt who was voted-in as a Rider during the Janu-
ary meeting. Ed is a great guy who has teamed with the Riders in the past to 
support Veteran’s causes. It’s great to have you on-board!

The Riders will conduct Club Rides during May thru October during 2016; 
though we tend to have allot of unoffi  cial rides beginning as early as March. 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 14th, as the Riders will hold our 
annual Benefi t Ride on this day. The Ride will take us through the winding 
roads of the Laurel Highlands to the Flight 93 National Memorial and will be 
led by Senior Road Captain Dan Oeler. Construction on the Memorial is now 
completed. This Ride will mark the 15th Anniversary of the attacks against 
our Nation; and most importantly, the heroism of those who fought back. 

The Riders will also participate in Rolling Thunder, the Annual National Ride 
of the American Legion to Washington D. C. during the Memorial Day week-
end in remembrance of those who gave the ultimate sacrifi ce. Another great 
Ride will take us for a long weekend to Gettysburg, led by Senior Vice Presi-
dent Kevin Jackson. The Gettysburg Ride is always a favorite.

The February meeting of the Riders will be held at 1900 hours, Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 2nd. All members and perspective members are encouraged to attend. 
Those interested in joining should call President John Dillon, 412-606-8812 
for more information.

Hooah, 
Top Mark your calendar 

Annual Benefi t Ride

Sunday,  August 14th
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bers: Commander, First Vice and Second Vice Commanders, Adjutant, 
Treasurer and a minimum of four Members-at-Large.  I would like to 
take this time to congratulate our new Members-at-Large: Frank Caputo, 
Service Offi  cer, Don Smoley, Thad Weidmann, Corporation Manager, and 
Frank Koval.  This steering committee is extremely important to the suc-
cess of your Legion.  They will provide the necessary guidance and sup-
port in order to make your Legion move forward in a positive direction.  

We had a great showing of members at our January meeting and this is 
exactly what we need at all future scheduled functions. Our monthly Le-
gion meeting is the appropriate forum where ideas and concerns should 
be voiced with others.  This meeting is the place where ideas can and do 
turn into actions.  Our Legion Meeting is the fi rst Monday of each month.
We are currently conducting a membership drive.   I am happy to report 
that we are “leading the pack” in regards to other Legions.  District 36, our 
District, set the February 1 membership goal (for 2016 dues to be paid) 
at 91%.  We passed the 91% goal in the latter part of December, 2015.  I 
would like to thank all members who contributed to the 91% and would 
like to encourage those of you who have not paid to do so as soon as 
possible. 

I would especially like to thank any members who have recruited new 
members in 2015 and would like to challenge all members to at least 
recruit one person to join our Post in 2016.  To clarify, dues for each year 
are due on the fi rst day of the New Year (January 1).

For us to exceed these membership percentages that the District has set, 
we instituted several changes with memberships this past quarter.  I per-
sonally send a thank you letter to all of our Legion members when they 
renew their dues, whether you renew in person, online or by mail.  For 
members who have been with us for extended periods of time, I write a 
note at the bottom of your letter to acknowledge your extended years of 
service at the Legion.  I have received numerous positive comments from 
members who have received my letters and notes, but I want to tell you 
my words are not idle words.  I sincerely do appreciate your allegiance 
and continued support of this Legion.  I intentionally hand write your 
name in your letter and end by personally signing my name to let you 
know you are not just a number to me.

The adjutant has made and will continue to answer your calls and emails, 
make phone calls and send emails to members who have not yet re-
newed their dues and to welcome all new members and transfers of the 
Post.  We do need your current phone number and email address written 
on your membership renewal forms to update our records.  The purpose 
of calling all new members of the Post is to improve our customer ser-
vice and to inform new members of their eligibility to join either the SAL 
(Sons of the American Legion), ALA (Legion Auxiliary), or Legion Riders.  

If you need assistance obtaining 
a DD214 or with completing the 
paperwork, please call the adjutant 
at 412-616-1834.

In closing, I look ahead to a 
heavy-activity event fi lled and 
profi table New Year.  I cannot do it 
without your “can do” support.

As always, we support our troops!

Richard J. Wojnar

Membership Information 
from the Adjutant:

Thank you to ALL members who 
have paid their 2016 dues.  Annual 
dues are due on or before the fi rst 
day of the New Year.  If you receive 
a payment reminder notice from 
National and you have your 2016 
membership card from Post 712, 
please disregard that notice.  

For those members who have not 
paid their 2016 dues, key cards will 
be temporarily suspended until 
your dues have been paid.

For those members whose last 
year of paid membership was 
2014, you still have time to renew 
your dues.  If you pay your 2015 
and 2016 dues, your years of ser-
vice with the Legion will continue.  
If you choose to pay 2016 (without 
paying 2015 dues), your years of 
service with the Legion will revert 
back to 1- year.

Remember, you can pay your dues 
at the Legion (bar area), by mail, or 
online at mylegion.org.

Thank you!
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CPR Classes are fi lling up fast . . .  
Call 412-616-1834 

Next class .  .  .  March 9, 2016
to be held at the Legion  Post 712.

• • • 
Class Date:  March 9, 2016     Time: 6:00 - 8:00 pm

Cost: $10 Per Person
Class Size:  Minimun 6 - Maximum 12 

call 412-616-1834 or sign up at the bar 

TAPS

Dear Regular Members,
We will conduct our Annual meeting on Sunday, 
February 21, 2016 at 1:00 pm at The Post.  We will 
review the fi nancials for 2015 and project, set goals for 
2016. We will conduct our annual elections for the Board 
Members and Offi  cers. We have a lot of great ideas for 
2016, we need your input. I urge all regular members to 
attend. Food and one free drink will be served after the 
meeting. Please support your post.
  Thank you,
  Russ Wilson
  President, Board of Directors

Listen Up.......
from our Sr. Vice Commander 

In today’s world there is one 
fundamental and meaningful 
diff erence in various veteran’s 
organizations.  It’s not the size 
or number of memberships 
or offi  cers, although the more 
members the better, or is it 
just product mix.  This diff er-
ence runs much deeper here at 
Legion Post 712, we will not be 
pushed, propelled or pulled into 
any activities that will be detri-
mental to our post or the mem-
bers therein, and we strive to be 
the best!   This is an be American 
Legion Post 712- n o t   a   c l u b.

This philosophy permeates 
throughout our entire organiza-
tion, our sense of responsibility 
covers pride and membership 
commitment along with espirt 
de corps. Gentlemen front and 
center, you have permission to 
come aboard, attend our meet-
ings and voice your opinions. 
Can we count on you? Remem-
ber opportunity does not work 
by remote control.

Sr. Vice Commander
Al Di Lembo

VALENTINE’S DAY CELEBRATION

Saturday, February 13th
Dinner 5:00 until 7:30

Prime Rib . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16.95
Shrimp (5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    13.95
Chicken Romano . . . . . . . . . 12.95

*All Dinners Come with Soup, Potato,
Dinner Rolls and Dessert! 

Please Make Reservations for
Dinner Only by Monday, February 8th

 Music to Dance by DJ Tim
 8:00 Until 12:00

With Honor and Gratitude 
We Remember. . .

May you Rest in Peace my Friend.

ROBERT  BOOTAY 
2/2015
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                      OUR HEROES . . . 

      Captain Al Dilembo
                                             1943 - 72 Years
                                                          American Legion Post 712 Sr. Vice Commander

   Late at night as I wander through the hallways of my mind, I, too, have some 
   thing to pass on the next generation.  I consider myself luckier than the gen-
eration today.  I am too old for the modern world anyway.  It’s too late for me to change at my 
age.  It’s a blessing just to be alive.  I still have gripes of course, but in my overall contemplative 
moments my mind is one of thanksgiving.  Looking back when the richness of life lay in fond 
memories of a growing up boy and fl ying the world was a diff erent place.  I often recall many 
funny things along with those of my tragic service days.  Thoughts that still linger and will never 
be forgotten.
                                                                           Veterans

Why write about them at this hour?  Why open the door of a room sealed off  in my mind for 
many years?  I choose to walk among my buddies of the past, for we shared many thoughts of 
the war.  I laughed, cried, and drank with them till dawn many times.  There was never an offi  cial 
history written of them.  No anthologist ever brought back the full savor if their ignorance, valor, 
or their ultimate skills.  The Gulf between veterans of today and their sons was fought in a more 
complex war which was simply unfathomable.  But I write of all ranks, enlisted, commissioned, 
pastors, rabbi’s and priests, who many times without the benefi t of artillery, tanks and air cover, 
charged into enemy positions where they were cut down like new mown hay – badly wounded 
or died without help.  I have avoided as much as possible the traits of professional historians, 
who would instantly recognize me as an armchair imposter, but I must occasionally sketch the 
big picture and can only hope that readers will fi nd my words designed to be read and remem-
bered, and not studied.  World War II, like all others was a matter for laughter and tears, some-
times too deep for sorrow or tears.  We shall never forget these men for they have many untold 
and unforgettable memories.  Today young men lacking wisdom to grasp the tragedy of war, of-
ten lack a mature grasp of danger.  Only years later will they come to understand, only then will 
they wake up in a cold sweat, remembering what, like animals, they did without fear.  We were 
the willing, led by the unknown, doing the impossible, for the ungrateful.  We have now done so 
much, for so long, for so many with so little.  We can now do anything with nothing.
We, as older veterans, cannot repay those of today who still engage the enemy on foreign soil, 
for our country and the great nation we have inherited.  Remember those who have given all.  
They no longer share the seasons with their loved ones, hear the laughter of little children, or 
see and relax with friends.  Remember we, too, shall be part of history and the Internet.  But, for 
a lighter side of my service while as a cadet pilot, I wrote this article (Caught Ya) for the Military 
Offi  cer Magazine.




